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from the Reich advantages outside the armistice, such as a modifica-
tion of the line of demarcation, the freeing of the prisoners for its
agricultural needs, the provision of raw materials for its industries.
Thus through the force of circumstances it must come up against
demands that equally go beyond the framework of the armistice.
2. WHY COLLABORATION WAS BOUND TO CARRY THE DAY
Though collaboration is against the feelings of the French people,
the rulers of France mean to have it for all that.
(a) .Against Public Opinion. If the men of Vichy hesitate to
embark on the path of open collaboration it is because they are
aware that it is repugnant to the unanimous feelings of the French
people. The official propaganda against England and against
General de Gaulle comes up against the scepticism of the masses:
in vain is it impressed upon them day after day that the country's
distress is due to the blockade; in so far as they believe it they
rejoice. They rejoice, too, at every blow that falls upon the Axis.
The English victories, the entry of Soviet Russia into the war, are
toasted in champagne.
In Mussolini's own paper, the Popolo d'Italia, we shall find:
"The hostile attitude of the French people towards Germany and
Italy remains completely unchanged. Morally the alliance between
Great Britain and France still exists. The recent speech of Mr
Churchill on the aspirations and sympathies of the French'nation
was absolutely accurate. It is even the first time Mr Churchill
uttered the gospel truth" (quoted by the Evening News* April 17,
1941).
- The very persons who believe it their duty to counsel the people
to support Marshal Petain in this policy do it with doubtful
enthusiasm. It was Monsignor Baudrillart who exclaimed:
"Close up our ranks around the Chief and Father who to-day
embodies France. Share in a work in which every one must do
his part, a work that has never been attempted in this shape, which
obviously, like every human effort, may fail, but which, even
should it fail, would not leave us in a worse position than the one
we are beginning to emerge from. And you would not have on
your conscience before the whole world the detestable load of
having refused to make an attempt that might have benefited
every one" (interview reported in Le Temps > November 22, 1940).
Popular demonstrations against collaboration have never ceased,
in increasing numbers and in the most varied shapes, ever since the
shooting down of the Paris students in the Champs filysees on
November n. Without going back to a thousand well-known
anecdotes, we must point to die enthusiastic welcome given in